
   

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHAM NEWS 
Issue 3: 14th September 2026 

Faith, hope, and love; these three things will last forever, and the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

  Faith 
This week in Collective Worship, we will be exploring faith, one of the key strands of our school vision. Through the 
stories of Job and Daniel, we will reflect on what it means to keep faith in God even when life is difficult. We will also 
think about having faith in ourselves, inspired by blind professional surfer Derek Rabelo and his determination to 
follow his dreams. We will consider faith in others, too: who we can trust and how we can show others that we are 
trustworthy. Throughout the week, children will be encouraged to reflect on what faith means to them and how faith, 
hope and trust can give us confidence and strength.              Caroline Chamberlain, Headteacher  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 The Edward Betham CofE Primary School    Oldfield Lane South, Greenford, Middlesex  UB6 9JU     

020 8578 8928  admin@edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk  www.edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk           
Edward Betham CofE Primary School  edwardbetham  @EdwardBethamSch 

  

Our school vision 

Faith, hope, and love; these three things will last forever, and the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:13 

  

With God’s love at the heart of all we do, we celebrate the unique gifts of every individual. Rooted in Christian hope, 
pupils grow academically and in their faith, equipped to live full and happy lives and care for the people and the world 
around them. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

  

To me, the school vision means to care for and look after each other. We should also understand what other people 
think is important, too.  Cara, 5MO (Worship Ambassador) 
  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Every week, the Attendance and Punctuality trophies are presented during Collective Worship. Our 
winners last week were: Attendance – 1MS and 5AI       Punctuality – 1MS and 4AH 
 

Week beginning 7th September 

1MS 1RD 2RJ 2SP 

Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates 

97.2% 0 – 0% 96.0% 6 – 4.0% 96.2% 4 – 3.6% 89.5% 1 – 1.0% 

3EA 3EH 4AH 4JN 

Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates 

97.8% 4 – 3.0% 95.6% 4 – 3.0% 98.6% 3 – 2.1% 98.7% 10 – 6.7% 

5AI 5MO 6AD 6AG 

Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates Attendance Lates 

100% 7 – 5.8% 97.5% 5 – 4.2% 99.3% 6 – 4.0% 97.8% 7 – 5.2% 
 

Being in school every day and arriving on time helps children get the best possible start to their learning. It means they 
can settle into the day alongside their classmates, take part in all learning opportunities and feel connected to school 
life. Thank you for your support in making every school day count. 
 

 Smile, please!  
The school photographer will be here on Thursday to take individual photographs. All pupils need to be in full 
correct uniform (this includes haircuts and hair accessories). Our uniform regulations and uniform policy are on 
our website. Pupils who have PE on Thursday need to wear their red school sweatshirt or cardigan (with the  

school logo) on that day, with their black tracksuit trousers/red shorts. 
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  Attendance matters 
Every school day matters. We expect a minimum attendance rate of 96% for all pupils. Maintaining this excellent 
standard ensures children maximise their learning opportunities, thrive socially, and stays fully on track with their 
progress. Thank you for working with us to make sure children are here, settled and ready to learn from the start of the 
day. 
 

 

Attendance thresholds (for the whole school year) 

Attendance Days absent Description Attendance Days absent Description 

98-100% 4 or fewer Excellent 92-93% 13½ - 15½ days  Low 

97% 5 - 6 days Good 90-91% 17 - 19 days Exceptionally Low 

96% 7 - 7½ days  Satisfactory Under 90% 20 days or more Persistent Absentee 

94-95% 9½ - 11½ days  Below Satisfactory    

 

Voluntary contributions: The Governors’ School Maintenance Fund 
We are deeply grateful to all our families who support the Governors’ School Maintenance Fund through their 
voluntary contributions. With increasing pressure on school budgets and the rising costs of maintaining and improving 
our buildings and facilities, the Governors’ School Maintenance Fund is vital to our school. It provides additional 
funding that enables us to carry out important maintenance and improvements, helping to ensure that our children 
continue to learn in a safe, vibrant and well-equipped environment. 
Your contributions make a real difference. Over the past few years, the Fund has helped to pay for new boilers, the 
redecoration of the Junior Hall, a new fire alarm system, roofing for the air raid shelter and Computing Suite, 
refurbishment of the hut, and the transformation of Reception’s outdoor area. These are significant improvements that 
directly benefit pupils across Edward Betham. 
We have made contributing as easy as possible: 

• Standing Order – ask the School Office for a form or download one online 

• School Gateway App – contribute in eleven monthly instalments of £5.50 

• Cash or Cheque – please include a Gift Aid form and label the envelope with your child’s  
name and class 

• SumUp QR Code – a quick and simple way to contribute 
If you are a UK taxpayer, completing a Gift Aid form allows us to claim an additional 25% on your  
contribution at no extra cost to you. Forms are available through the School Gateway app. 
Every contribution, whatever the amount, helps us care for and improve our school for both today’s pupils and those 
who will follow them. Thank you for your generosity and continued support. Together, we can ensure Edward Betham 
remains an inspiring environment in which every pupil can thrive. 
With warmest thanks, 
The Edward Betham Governing Board 
 

Mastering multiplication 
Pupils must know, fluently, their number bonds and multiplication tables in order to meet the  
national standard by the end of the academic year.  Fluently means instant recall. 
  

Year 1: number bonds to 10 and 20 (8 + 2 = 10, 18 + 2 = 20), count confidently in 2s, 5s, 10s and begin to relate this to  
the 2 and 10 times tables 
Year 2: 2, 5, 10  and 3 times tables    Year 3: 3, 4, 8 and 11 times tables 
Year 4: 6, 7, 9 and 12 times tables 
By the end of Year 4, pupils are expected to know all multiplication tables up to 12 × 12.  
 

 Questions of the week 
If you could be a character from a book for a day, who would you be? 
 

What’s the best thing about being part of a team? 

 

Parking safely around our school 
Please remember to park safely, legally and considerately when dropping off and collecting children from school. In 
particular, please do not park on the double yellow lines outside Greenford Community Centre or on the approach to 
Ferrymead Gardens. Parking on double yellow lines is both illegal and dangerous and prevents buses from turning 
safely, obstructs other road users and puts pedestrians at risk. Please also avoid parking on corners, across driveways 
or anywhere that may cause an obstruction. Thank you for helping us to keep our children and the wider community 
safe and for being considerate of our neighbours. 

https://www.edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk/index.php/information/who-we-are/our-governors/2-career-opportunities/129-voluntary-contributions
https://www.edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk/docs/governors/The_Governors_School_Maintenance_Fund_Standing_Order_Mandate.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Champions 
Congratulations to the following pupils, who completed our Summer Reading Challenge! 
1MS: Denzel, Imogen, John Patrick, Laraib, Moses and Sahana 
1RD: Aneli, George, Sanchez, Sienna and Thea 
2RJ: Charlie and Malachi    2SP: Jane and Ralphie 
3EA: Alvin, Anthony David, Fatima, Franciszek, Hassan, Lyla and Yaash 
3EH: Daniel, Daveigh Lois, Hannah, Iliya, Pranavi, Quinn and Tabitha 
4AH: Alaiya, Arjun, Jun and Krista   4JN: Aadarsh, Amanda, Cynthia, Elizabeth, Emma and Evelyn 
5AI: Imogen      5MO: Cara, Evani, Jasmine, Liana, Olivia and Tyler 
6AD: Amelia, Azadeh, Elena, Etienne, James and Maria 6AG: Alya, Kiera, Macie, Natalia, Olivia and Philip 
 

RED - Read Every Day! 
Well done to our all our Edward Betham Reading Champions (pupils who are reading every day), and thank you to 
their parents/carers). These children are given a sticker each week by their class teacher. A book can take us  

anywhere: to another city, to a different country, or even to an alternative world. By reading a book, a child learns  
about people, places, and events that they could not learn otherwise. This gives children a deeper understanding of the 
world around them and cultures that are different from their own.  
Reading to children is equally important. At 5 years old: 

• A child who has never been read to will have a vocabulary of 4,662 words 

• A child who is read to 1-2 times a week will have a vocabulary of 63,570 words 

• A child who is read to 3-5 times a week will have a vocabulary of 169,520 words 

• A child who is read to daily will have a vocabulary of 296,660 words 
 

Have you missed a letter? 
Letters/emails sent week beginning 7th September 
High school applications: Year 6       Class teacher letters: Nursery-Year 6 
Illegal parking         Junior Choir: Years 5 and 6; Year 4 
Our school vision: Worship Ambassadors     Reminder: Raincoats 
Information meetings: Nursery-Year 6      EBFA WhatsApp Groups: Nursery and Reception 
Counselling drop-in sessions: Reception-Year 6     Social Media Challenge Awareness: Year 6 
Netball Club - Autumn (1), first session: Years 5 and 6    Registration with Feeding Hungry Minds: Nursery 
Total Tacticians - Breakfast Athletics Club: Years 5 and 6    Confirmation of Junior Choir places: Years 5 and 6 
 

OPAL launches at Edward Betham this year! 
We are thrilled to announce that we will be starting OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) this year! OPAL is all about 
transforming playtimes and helping our children develop through high-quality outdoor play and learning experiences. 
This approach will give our pupils more opportunities to be active, creative, and adventurous during their time outside. 
 

Playing outside in all weathers 
A key part of OPAL is embracing outdoor play throughout the year – rain or shine! Research shows that children benefit 
enormously from being outside in different weather conditions. They learn resilience, develop their immune systems, 
and experience the natural world in all its forms. This means we will be heading outside even when the weather is not 
perfect. A bit of drizzle won’t stop us! 
 

What your child needs 
Please ensure your child brings a waterproof coat (not a showerproof coat) to school every day. This is essential so they 
can fully participate in outdoor activities regardless of the weather. Pleasure ensure the coat that is clearly labelled 
with your child’s name. 
 

With the right clothing, there is no such thing as bad weather – just inappropriate clothing! We are looking forward to 
seeing our children thrive through outdoor play and learning this year. 
If you would like to learn more about OPAL, please visit outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk.  
 

School uniform reminders 
In general, our pupils dress very smartly. Here are a few reminders:  
Cardigans and sweatshirts - have the school badge. Plain red cardigans/sweatshirts are not school uniform.  
Earrings - only plain gold or silver studs are permitted (one per earlobe).  
Hair - all long hair is tied back throughout the school day. Hairbands are simple, without any attachments (no bows) 
and in school colours (red, grey, black). 

https://www.edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk/Information/Class-Letters/
https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   
 
 
 

EBFA class and year group WhatsApp groups have proven to be a very useful tool in communicating messages and 
requests from the EBFA. They have become a great way for parents and carers to ask day-to-day questions relating to 
school, too. 
The messages that are sent and received in the Edward Betham class and year group EBFA WhatsApp groups are sent 
on behalf of the EBFA leadership team and committee via the EBFA class reps.  
  

The Edward Betham Friends’ Association would greatly appreciate parents and carers noting the following guidelines 
for the class EBFA WhatsApp groups, which are in line with Edward Betham’s home-school agreement and Online 
Safety and Data Protection policies. 
These groups are for school and EBFA-related topics and are used in the following ways: 

1. Comments must be related to the EBFA and general school enquiries (e.g. non-uniform days, lost property, home 
learning tasks). 

2. Comments must be kind and respectful to all. Personal or school-related matters must be raised with the school 
directly. Any posts that are disrespectful towards the school or any members of the school community 
(including, but not limited to, other parents/carers, children and members of staff) will be removed. The groups 
are a place to help, not hinder. 

3. Photographs and information related to parents’/carers’ own family must not be shared if not relevant to the 
EBFA. 

4. Photographs and information related to other parents’/carers’ families must not be shared without permission 
and if not relevant to the EBFA. 

5. To protect the privacy of all families, parents’/carers’ contact details must not be requested, shared or 
exchanged through the EBFA WhatsApp groups. If you are arranging a birthday party, requests to contact 
another parent/carer should be sent to the relevant EBFA class rep, who will confirm the person is happy to 
share their details. All other requests should be directed to the school, which will handle communications in 
accordance with its Data Protection Policy. 

6. Comments must not be sent before 7am or after 8pm unless absolutely necessary and/or an emergency relevant 
to an activity or event taking place in the immediate future. 

 

The WhatsApp groups are great tools for parents and carers and makes the work of the EBFA class reps and EBFA 
committee easier to get messages and requests to the majority of the parent/carer community in a quick and easy way. 
They often serve as life savers for when we forget that non-uniform or book changing day is tomorrow! 
  

The groups are great platforms to: 
1. Share fundraising ideas 
2. Promote activities and events 
3. Remind parents/carers of key dates 
4. Ask day-to-day class/school questions 
5. Request help with school and/or EBFA-related activities 
6. Share friendly parent/carer educational information that may be useful to others 
7. Share local information (traffic updates, Holy Cross Church information, events in the local community) that 

can positively benefit others on the group 
 

The EBFA and school wants everyone to feel comfortable and safe using and being a part of these groups. 
 

Please note that anyone in a class EBFA WhatsApp group MUST be a parent or carer  
of a child currently attending the school. 

 

WhatsApp is a  very useful communication tool and we are very grateful to those parents/carers who volunteer as 
moderators of the EBFA class WhatsApp groups. The groups are an effective way of answering quick queries that other 
parents/carers may be able to answer. However, occasionally there are questions that other parents/carers will not be able 
to help with. These questions are better directed to the school so that everyone can be confident they have the correct 
information. 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Using WhatsApp for the EBFA  

Does anyone know what the home learning is 
this week? 
When do the EBFA raffle tickets go on sale? 
Has anyone seen my child’s shoes? 
What time do you need help at the fair? 
  

Questions like these are perfect for EBFA 
WhatsApp groups. 
  
  
  

The teacher was absent today. Does anyone know why? 
Why weren’t the children allowed to play football today? 
Why was there an ambulance outside school? 
Does anyone know what happened between Child A and Child B at 
lunchtime? 
 

If you have any questions like these, please email the school office, 
or speak to a member of our office team, who will be happy to help. 
  
  
  

mailto:admin@edwardbetham.ealing.sch.uk


 
 

 
 

 

 

The Edward Betham Friends’ Association 
AGM 

We warmly invite all parents and carers to join us for 
the Edward Betham Friends’ Association (EBFA) 
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 23rd 
September at 7:00pm. An online link will also be 
available for those unable to attend in person. The 
AGM is a chance to hear about the work of the EBFA, 
share ideas and help shape future events and 
fundraising for our school. 
This year, we particularly need new people to come 
forward for the roles of Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer, as well as new committee members. All 
three officer roles can be shared, so you can team up 
with someone else if you would prefer to share the 
commitment. These roles are vital if the EBFA is to 
continue organising fun events for our school 
community and raising much-needed funds for the 
school. Whether you can take on a named role or 
simply join the committee and lend a hand, your 
involvement really does make a difference. If you 
would like to find out more about any of the roles 
before the AGM, please email admin@ebfa.org.uk. 
We hope to see lots of you there! 
 

mailto:admin@ebfa.org.uk


 

Stat Crux Dum Volvitur Orbis: The Cross is Steady whilst the World is Turning 

Hope Compassion Endurance Forgiveness Trust Thankfulness 

 Teaching children to use AI search tools wisely 
A recent report has raised concerns about Google’s AI-powered search features and their impact on children’s online 
safety. As AI tools become more common in everyday searches, it is important that we help children develop critical 
thinking skills when using technology. 
What is the concern? 
AI search tools can sometimes provide inaccurate, misleading, or age-inappropriate information. Unlike traditional 
search results that show a list of websites, AI-generated answers can appear as definitive facts – even when they are 
wrong. 
Tips for parents and carers 
1. Encourage checking original sources 

• Teach your child to ask: “Where did this information come from?” 

• Show them how to click through to the actual website rather than relying solely on AI-generated summaries 

• Explain that AI tools are helpful starting points, but not always accurate 
2. Practise together at home 

• When your child is researching home learning, sit with them and compare AI answers with information from 
trusted websites 

• Look at two-three different sources together and discuss any differences you find 

• Help them identify reliable websites (like .gov.uk, .edu, or well-known organisations) 
3. Ask critical questions 

• “Does this answer make sense?” 

• “Can we find this information on the official website?” 

• “Who wrote this information, and are they an expert?” 
4. Model good digital habits 

• Let your child see you checking sources when you are looking up information 

• Talk through your thinking process: “This AI answer seems helpful, but let me check the NHS website to be 
sure.” 

5. Have ongoing conversations 

• Make digital literacy a regular topic at home 

• Discuss what your child is learning to search for online and how they're finding information 

• Keep communication open about any confusing or concerning content they encounter 
Working together 
At school, we are committed to teaching children how to use technology safely and critically. By reinforcing these skills 
at home, we can help children become confident, questioning digital citizens who know how to verify information 
independently. 
 

Oracy tips for parents and carers 
Last year, oracy was an important school priority, and we were delighted to see our children grow in confidence as 
speakers and listeners. This year, we are building on that strong foundation by continuing to develop children’s ability 
to speak clearly, listen carefully, explain their thinking and take part confidently in conversations. 
Oracy is something that can be practised every day. Here are some simple ways you can support your child at home: 
Track the Speaker  Encourage your child to look at the person who is speaking and focus on what they are saying.  

• During family conversations, remind children to look at the speaker. 

• Take turns speaking so everyone can follow the conversation. 

• Ask your child afterwards: “What did they say?” to check understanding. 
This builds active listening and respect for others’ ideas. When children track the speaker, they are more likely to pay 
attention to the message and understand what is being said. Watching facial expressions and body language helps 
children to fully understand the meaning behind the words, which supports deeper thinking and learning. Tracking the 
speaker shows that a child values the person speaking and their ideas. 
Take Turns in Conversation Help children understand that good conversations involve listening, waiting, and 
responding.  

• Have a “no interrupting” rule during discussions. 

• Use phrases like: “It’s your turn now.” Or “What do you think?” 
Turn-taking helps children learn how discussions work in classrooms and group learning.  
  

 
 

https://institute.commonsensemedia.org/risk-assessments/google-search

