Collective Worship Plan Autumn 1 Week 2 2026

Collective Worship 1

Value Theme Gathering/Greeting
Hope Being God’s Children — How does God lead us? We gather in the presence of God
Music — Etta James: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands We are God’s family
Word of God Engaging Responses Sending out
Exodus 13:21-22 — The pillar of cloud Display the picture without explaining it. Wonder question Jesus calls us to
and pillar of fire follow Him.
Give children 20-30 seconds simply to look. Ask children to close their eyes for We will follow
ten seconds. his example
Ask: and live well in
“I wonder... where might God be God’s world!

What can you see?

What can't you see?

Where do you think the path goes?

Would you want to follow it?

What might make you feel nervous?

What would make you feel safe?

What if someone you trusted was walking with you?

Tell them:

“Today we're thinking about what it means to be one of God's children.
Does being God's child mean that we always know where we're going?”
Bible story — 3 minutes

Tell the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt in child-friendly language.

They had escaped slavery, but now they were in the wilderness. They
didn't have a map or sat-nav. They didn't know exactly where to go.

But God gave them something amazing:

“By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them...

and by night... in a pillar of fire.”
— Exodus 13:21

The amazing thing wasn't just that God showed them the way.

leading you?”

Don't ask children to answer aloud.
Give them a moment to think.

Key message

God doesn't promise that we will
always know the whole journey. He
promises to be with us.

Prayer

“Dear God,

thank you that we don't have to
travel through life alone.

When we don't know what is going
to happen,

help us to remember that you are
with us.

Help us to trust you one step at a
time.

Amen.”




God went with them.

Interactive activity — Follow the Leader
Choose one child to be the leader. Everyone else copies them.
Make it increasingly difficult:

Walk slowly.

Turn around.

Stop.

Walk backwards.

Go left/right.

Freeze.

Then ask:

“What made it easier to follow?”

Hopefully children identify that they needed to watch and listen to the
leader.

Explain:
“God doesn't always give us a map showing everything that will happen

in our lives. But Christians believe God is with us and helps us know the
next step.”

Collective Worship 2

Value Theme Gathering/Greeting
Hope Being God’s Children — How does God lead us? We gather in the presence of God
Music — Etta James: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands We are God’s family

Word of God Engaging Responses Sending out
Samuel 3:10 Show the picture. Wonder questions Jesus calls us to
Speak, Lord. | am your servant, and | am | Say nothing initially. follow Him.
listening.” Ask: | wonder what Samuel thought We will follow

What do you think this picture is telling us? when he first heard his name. his example

Why do we have two ears but only one mouth?




Is listening the same as hearing?

What makes listening difficult?

Could we ever listen so carefully that we notice something other people
miss?

Interactive listening game — 2 minutes

Tell children:

“l am going to make some sounds. Close your eyes and see if you can
identify them.”

Use simple sounds:
Clap

Tap your shoe

Rub hands together
Click fingers

Tap a chair
Whisper a word
Then ask:

“Did you hear things you hadn't noticed before?”

Retell the Bible Story:

Samuel was a young boy who lived and served in the temple with Eli,
the priest. At this time, people were not often hearing messages from
God. One night, while Samuel was sleeping, he heard someone call:
“Samuel!” He thought Eli was calling him, so he went to Eli. But Eli said
he hadn't called him and told Samuel to go back to bed. This happened
three times. Eventually, Eli realised that it was God calling Samuel. Eli
told Samuel that if he heard the voice again, he should say:“Speak, Lord,
for your servant is listening.”

Samuel returned to his place. When God called again, Samuel answered
and was ready to listen.

Say:

“Christians believe God can guide us in many ways—through the Bible,
through wise and loving people, through prayer and sometimes by
helping us recognise what is right and good.”

| wonder whether God might be
trying to get our attention
sometimes.

| wonder what we might notice if we
became better at listening—to God
and to other people.

Key message

God leads us, and one way we follow
is by learning to listen.

Prayer

“Dear God,

help us to slow down.

Help us to listen—not just with our
ears,

but with our hearts.

Help us to listen to your words in
the Bible,

to people who love us,

and to the quiet nudges that help us
choose what is good and right.
Speak, Lord.

We are listening.

Amen.”

and live well in
God’s world!

Collective Worship 3

Value

‘ Theme

‘ Gathering/Greeting




Hope Being God’s Children — How does God lead us? We gather in the presence of God
Music — Etta James: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands We are God’s family
Word of God Engaging Responses Sending out
| am the good shepherd. The good What do you notice? Wonder moment Jesus calls us to
shepherd gives his life for the sheep. Where are the sheep going? follow Him.

The worker who is paid to keep the
sheep is different from the shepherd
who owns them. So when the worker
sees a wolf coming, he runs away and
leaves the sheep alone. Then the wolf
attacks the sheep and scatters them.
The man runs away because he is only a
paid worker. He does not really care for
the sheep.

| am the good shepherd. | know my
sheep, and my sheep know me, just as
the Father knows me, and | know the
Father. | give my life for the sheep

John 10:11-15

What would happen if one wandered away?

Why might the sheep trust the shepherd?

What do you think a good shepherd does?

Make a list of children's answers:

protects — finds — feeds — watches — guides — rescues — stays
Bible story

What does the Bible tell us about shepherds?

Read or retell the opening of Psalm 23:

“The Lord is my shepherd; | lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters.”

Explain that this psalm was written by David. David knew what it was
like to be a shepherd.

Shepherds didn't simply tell sheep where to go.

They stayed with them.

They looked after them.

They searched for them when they wandered.

They protected them.

Jesus later described himself as the Good Shepherd.
Jesus described himself as the Good Shepherd who looks after his
people like a shepherd looks after sheep.

What would it feel like to be cared for and guided by God?
Say:

“Being God's child doesn't mean nothing difficult will ever happen. It
means we have a God who cares about us and wants to guide us
through difficult things.”

Show the picture again.
Ask:

“I wonder which sheep the
shepherd notices first?”

Then:

“l wonder whether God notices
us in the same way.”

And finally:

“l wonder what it means to you
that God knows you and cares for

”

you.
Allow silence.
Key message

The Bible tells us that God leads
his people because God loves
them.

Prayer

“Dear God,

thank you that you know each
one of us.

Thank you that you care when
we are happy,

when we are frightened,

We will follow his
example and live
well in God’s
world!




when we are confused

and when we lose our way.
Help us to hear your voice
and follow you like sheep
following a good shepherd.
Amen.”

Collective Worship 4

Value Theme Gathering/Greeting
Hope Being God’s Children — How does God lead us? We gather in the presence of God

Music — Etta James: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands We are God’s family
Word of God Engaging Responses Sending out
Some wise men from the east came to Show the picture. Wonder question Jesus calls us to
Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the Ask children to imagine they are standing in the darkness. follow Him.

baby who was born to be the king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the east. We
came to worship him.

Matthew 2:1-12

What can you see?

What can't you see?

Why does the star stand out?

How would you feel following it?

Would you follow something if you didn't know exactly where it would
lead?

Bible story

Wise men from the East saw a special star and travelled to Jerusalem
looking for the newborn King of the Jews.

They didn't know every detail of the journey.

They didn't have Google Maps.

They didn't know exactly what would happen.

But they believed the star was leading them towards something
important.

They travelled a long way and eventually found Jesus.

They worshipped Jesus and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.

Their journey required:
trust + patience + courage + followingGod

“Would you be willing to follow if you trusted the person leading you?”

Then connect this to faith:

Return to the picture of the star.

“The Wise Men couldn't see the
whole journey. They could only
see enough light for the next
part.”

Pause.

“l wonder whether that's
sometimes how God leads us
too.”

Key message

We don't need to know
everything about tomorrow to
trust God today.

Closing prayer

“Dear God,

sometimes we know where we
are going

and sometimes we don't.
Thank you that you see the
whole journey

even when we can only see the
next step.

Help us to trust you.

We will follow his
example and live
well in God’s
world!




“Sometimes Christians don't know exactly what God has planned. Faith
isn't having all the answers. Sometimes faith means saying, ‘1 don't
know everything, but | trust God to lead me.””

Four-corner response

Give children four possible ways God might help lead us:

(] God's Word
The Bible can teach us what is good and right.

s a Prayer
We can talk to God and ask for wisdom.

28 Wise people
God can use parents, teachers, friends and other trusted people to help
us.

@ God's Spirit
Christians believe God's Holy Spirit can guide and encourage us.

Ask:
“Which one do you think you need most at the moment?”

Children close their eyes and think quietly about which way God guides
them

Help us to listen.

Help us to follow.

And when we are unsure,
remind us that we are your
children

and that you are with us.
Amen.”




